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MEETINGS

At the time of writing it {3 snyone's
guesa whether the New York Conventlan,
held first week-end In Scptember, will vote
for London as the alte for the 1857 “World™
Conventigph--a mave that hax received strang
suppart on both sldes of the Atlantic far
the last twa years, and which would give
the title nome meaning. Whether or not
they have American recognltion. a aponsor-
Ing committce heanded by John Carnell,
editor of New Worlds, ia planning an Inter-
national gathering In London next year.
The commitles was wet up by last April's
British Conventlon, which, although
attended by only nbout a hundred people.
had repressptatives from Bolgium (Jan
Jansen!, Germony tAnna Steuld and a US.
delegation comprising David A. Kyle, af
Gnome Preaa (chairman of the curren!
U.8. Con.). Richard Wilson, Larry Shaw of
Im‘imity. end Mra, Shaw | Lee Hoffmnn) and
Ellis Mills.

We hope the move to create a penuine
internntional organisation s  successful.
Perhaps In time it may develop Into some-
thing more than the present patrlotic rally
ntyle of meeting one week-end a year.

The ninth annual “\Westercon™, or Weat
Coast S.F. Conference, held at Oakland
California, dJdrew twice the attendance of
the 1938 New Yark *Warld” Convention
approximately 250 turning up. June 30 and
July } were the dates. Richard Matheson
was Guest of Honowr, and nattendance
Included most of the numeroua Californion
pro  writers. Spenkers  Included  Poul
Anderson, Jerome Bixby., Margaret 8t
Clalr, Farreat J. Ackerman, Miriam Allen
de Fard, Anthony Boucher and Roberl Bnr-
bour Johnsaon.

We guate Matheson: “Scilence fiction i=
a2 form of liternture in which no theory
s too ndvanced, no idea too hizarre, no
concept hevand the horders of presentsation
... in which every aspect of existence les
within the writer’s province . . . in which
you can write a atory thnt nectually says
rcmothing about people who actually mean
something™.

Johnson: “The ‘streight’ siories are sup-
posed to stick close to reallty., but really
they opernte with impoasihle people doin-
imposalble things In 4 never-never warld.
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No. 14 1 October) issue of Australla’s
Lelence Fiction Montkly haa lts  price
raized to 26 following =a last-minute
decision. The change does not reflect poor
gales--the magozine continues the most
succesaful yet published In Australia— hut
is just another price rise in the continued
infiation. Contents are: “Beyond the X
Ecliptic”, by Fox B. Holden; “Bottom Ix Up~.
by Haymond E. Banks; “The Ultimnte Eve”.
by H. Sanford Effron;: "Life of a Salesman”.
by Fred Frenir: “The Fatal Third”, by
Theodare L. Thomas; *““The Recluxe™, hy
Mike Curry: “The Grave of Solon Regh”.
by Charles A. Stenrns; “Weird Planet”, by
E. Ward: and "The Sclence Ficllon Scene™,
regular review nnd discussion department.
featuring this issues “In Defence aof Space
Opera®. a provocative piece by Carolyn
Gaybard,

This Issuc has internal colour printing,
both red and blue an d!fferent pages, and
we think the art work will appeal to moxt
readers more than usual. Artists Include
Emsh, Eberle and Vestal.

No. 15 contains: “The Conjurer of Venus™,
hy Conan TF. Troy: “As It Was", by Paul L.
Payne: “The Rhlzold Kui”, by Jack Brad-
ley: “The Luminoux Blonde”, by Hnayden
Howard: “A Planet Named Joe”, by S A.
Lombino, “The Sclence Ficllon Scene” this
time features several rather unusual phato
Eraphs.

We are offering direct mail aubscriptionsa
to 1hla magnzine at the rate of 13/8 for six
izaues. Send to Box 1440, G.P.O, Sydney,
if you are not geiting it locally or if you
want to see It a little enrlier and never
misa an lasue.
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The typical romance, for instance, ends
with boy getting girl and ‘living happlly ever
aftec’ with nothlng else left to happen to
them. Nothing could be further from actual
life. But space shipa are real nnd mctual
The predictlon of what men may find on
other plancts when they get there may not
be accurate In detail fareaight always:
operales on 8 margin of error—but the fore-
night of present-day science fictlon will be
the hindsight of the future”,

Since 1948, the Outlander Socicty (formed
to link up scientlfictionista living on the
outskirts of decentralised Laos  Angelea),
han been henrd from at canventionz and
elsewhere with the slogan., “South Gate
in '58.” Now It appears Lhat they are
serious aboutl this, and scek the World
Convention title for that year. “We are
very definitely planning on It says sapokes-
man Rlek Sneary, “but, just ms the Con-
ventlon site will not actually be in South
Gale, but somewhere Iin Loz Angeles, so
too would the committee be made up of
fans from all the local groups. For, while
tha Qutiander Soclety atill remalns the
driving force, we are not the anly fana
here who want a Conventlon In 1988 If
we do not get the 1858 World Conventlon,
we will try Lo get the Weatercon for that
year.”

L. J. Moffat 5589 Lanto Street, Bell
Gardens, Cal), ks imauing a free hi-manthly
bulletin, The Science Ficlion Parade, wlith
the mnin object of publicising the funetion.
though it also carriea reviews and general
commentary on the fleld.

NEW BOOKS

“Tiger! Tiger!™ by Alfred Bester. $idg-
wick & Jackson, 12:6. In thia new novel
Besater does with teleportation what he did
with telepathy in “The Demallshed Man':
it s a novel of revenge xet in an Inter-
planetary culture with a2 minority .of
“jaunters™, able te move by mental effort
through some extra-spacial route, and Inevit-
ably adapted drastically to cape with them.
There's same vivid Imagining of space
travel, space ahlpwreck and samething like
the apace piracy the earlier science fiction
allawed. Titled “The Burning Spear” In the
USA.

“Earthman, Come Home,” by James Bliah.
Faber, 12/6.

Probably you have read Blixh'a stories,
"Bridge.” “Okle.” “At Decath's End,” and
*Bindleatiff™ in Arfounding: they form with
one or two others elnewhere the basis of
this novel. Blish supposzes that ready control
and manipulatlon of gravity will make
space flight so simple that whale cities
can be moved with their foundationa and
operated as space vexseln, Imagine mahile
clties whoae citizens are, in effect, bands
of migratory workers looking for work,
and the sgetting ia complete. The story
is complex, as full of mwides and after-
thoughts as van Vogt's more undisciplined
novels, but the |deas are somewhat hetter

thought out. The episodie charncter of
the meries of xhorts remalns In the book,
however,

Thi»s is an unusually advanced work of
sclence fActlon to appear in hook farm:
the hook f{leld, though |ta best represen
tatives are amonyg the best SF  writlen.
on the whole is stll very backward an
far an Ideas are concerned. compared with
the more eoxacting requirements of the
leading magazines, and it iz rare to see a8
hook dealing a0 well with sclence fictlon's
lees immediate speculatians.

“The Red Planet”, by Charles Chilton.
Jenkins., 10/8. Book verslon of Lhe radio
serinl broadeast in Australin not lang ago
as “Jaurney Into Space”. (Note that the
hack *‘Journey Inte Space” iz tho story of
a previous HB.C serial an a moan voyage.)
The serial combined a detailed mccount of
the firat cxpedition to Mars, according to
current Ideas with an excellent suspense
gtary. The book may he written down
alightly, but still shauld be worth reading
--even without that wonderful musical
score.

“Step to the Stars”, by Lester Dvl Rey.
Hutchinron, 10/6; 218 pp. Published an a
Juvenile, but don't let that prevent yau
from having a look st it. Most of the
books Arst published, as this wns, by the
John C. Winston Company in the US.A.
for the ternage market, are much belter
than the average of Britlsh science fictlon
booka of recent yeara

“The Other Side of the Moon™ eallaction,
edited by August Derleth. Grayson, 10.6:
240 pp. Eleven shorts, the usuail strangr
mixture In Derleth’s volumes, with primi-
tive (Smith's “Clty of the Singing Flame™),
relatively modern (Sturgeon's “Memorlal™),
strelght fantasy (Lovecraft's “Bevond the
Wall of Sleep”i and what same people
evidently regard ns advanced pseudo-
science ivan Vagt's “Resurrection™ (previ-
ously published as “Manster”); everything
except well - developed pgenuine sclence
fiction. Good reading. but not zood pub-
lleity fer the field.

“Operatian: Quter Space™, by Murrny
Leinster. Grayson. 10/8. Reviewed In
Aatounding, Eritlah, January, 1958 The
imbecllic expression “outer space” has now
laken such hold that i MAY fven Appear
In the title of a hook by one of sclence
fictlon's most outstanding old - timers.
Reportn sugrest a good hoak.

“Satelllte In Space”, by A. M Low
Jenkins, 10/8. Professor Low, once Presi-
dent of the British Interplanetry Soclety
and nauthor of Innumershle for - the -
massra books and articles, will be remem-
bered by some for his atroclous Juvenile
“Adrift In the Stratosphere™ of many Yoars
ago, If he has brought his hackgraund up
to dnte and remembered thaot most modern
readers have progresssd samewhat since
then, his breezy style will undoubtedty
appeal to the younger generation.

“One in Three Hundred”, by J. T
MclIntosh., Museum Press, 10/8. Undoubtediy
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you have read one or more patts aof this,
ns they appeared as three separate stories
in The Magazine of Funtayy aud Sclence
Fictian. JIn the fAret part “ons In three
hundred” is the proportion o the Earth'a
population that may be saved from the
dlaaster that is te make the planct unin-
habitable. [ts first-persan narration made
the ahock ending—the revelatlon that that
group would not make it—effective because
it was so unexpected, in the original story.
In the book veraioh we cvon see that It
doesnt end there and the effect ks lost.
In the long, weak middle section the life-
ship reaches Mara after all, its group
hecoming part of the “one in a thouzand™
whao survive the trip. The third part is very
good. the story of how “one too many"”
peaple were saved far the good of the new
soclety.

"Day of Misjudgment”, by Bernard Mac-
Lean. Announced from Gollancz Appar-
ently an end-of-the-world novel.

“Deep Space”, by Eric Frank Rusaell.
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12/8: 249 pp. ‘This
Intludes & new novel, "First Person
Singular”, and eight shoris. "Homo Saps™.
previgusly under the pen name of Webster
Craig. the dead-pan story af camel drivers
on Mars, is outatanding: 1the Martians know
what the earthmen do not, that the camel
{a the dominant life form of Earth. There's
“The Timid Tiger”, which takes the hag-
gard old formuls of the Earthmnn being
Imperial In the Venerian jungles and
breathea seme life and meaning into it
There's “The Undecided”, In which an Inter-
stellar encounter takez place between an
over-organised allen culture and a canual
shipload from Earth. of which only ane
member is human--the rest belonging to
other equalised specles, ranging from dog
to owl and robot. The ather storles are
“The Witnean", “Last Blast™, “A Little Oil",
“Rainbow's End” and “Second Gencsis™.

“Trouble on Titan", by Alan E. Nourse.
Hutchinson, 10/8, 223 pp. Same applles to
this book as “Step to the Stars™.

Pricea quoted for British boakes are In
sterling turrency for the sake of uniformity.

US.A.

“Interplanciary Hunter,” by Arthur K,
Barnes. Gnome, $3.00. Thisz is a nurprise,
& collection of Barnes' series from around
183740 featuring Gerry Carlyle, future
collector of live extraterrestrial bessis for
zo0s. A great variety of oddities. some of
which are illustrated In this collecled
edition by Emash. Perhaps we'll ses this
fine example of one of the older SF's
traditiona In a British editlon?

“In Search of Wonder”. by Damon Knight.
Advent, Publishers, Chlcago, $1. All readers
[amillar with Knight's book reviews in the
Columbla magazines will be interested to
know that he has now written this 80000
word critical account of sclence fiction, first

publication of A new firm. Advent's address
for enquiries ix 3508 Nth. ShefMeld Street,
Chicago 13, I, U.SA.

“Nerves”., by Lester Del Rey. Out In
Amence from Ballantine, and a prize
Indeed, for the Britlah publisher who grahs
first. This ls an expanded version af the
Aatounding novel af emergency in an atomle
power plant--written In 1H1-12, this ronks
B8 one of the cloaest predictions 1o reality
ever made In science fiction. Cartmtll's
“Deadline™ ns we have often heard, came
close in its description of a flssicn bomb;
but "Nerves" went a lat further jn its
picture of a large atomle power {nstallation
In action and In malfunction. Prabahly
there hes been little alteration except in
actunl terms used. But, apar! fram that, it
Is nlso o gripping story of disaster.

POCKET EDITIONS

“Earth Abliles™ by George R. Stewart
{Cargl). This bulky [ittle volume 1a not
much chgnpcr than the Science Fictlon
Book Club edition. which is still avallable.
But it will reach an audience in this form
which otherwise would fever encaunter
this flne novel of p Breat  disaster to
humanity.

“The =Hilver Locusts™ by Ray Bradhury
(Cergil, Thin s “The Mnrtian Chronicles”
apgain., What a plty that mare genuine
sclence fiction books are passed by In
favour of Bradbury'a puerilities. Particularly
&8 many people nat in a poxition to know
better miust take this ta ko typical, and
'hus Imagine that science fiction generally
Is equally pseudo-sclentific. After this
colléction of sketches in which Mars In
anaother earth, with humsns. not to mentlon
varlous assorted yghosts and devila, most
potentinl 8F  readers would hardly he
inclined to look further.

*The Green Hilla of Earth” by Robert
EHeinletn (Pan). You should have thia
callsction on  your shelves In a hound
editlon 1f youre Eenulnely Interested in
SF, hut why not buy this pocket ed(tion
to lend to your frlends who want to know
the score” It's one of the best for intro-
ducing real SF and reallstlc thinking abhout
tae Tuture. Two others In the name series
af which the same can be aafid are Helnleln's
“The Man Who Sold The Mecn." and
Clarke's “Prelude to Space.” atill avallahle
from many booksellers.

Transworld Puhlications, publishers of
Corgl Books, have started n new maries
frottie Books, In the aame format. the
titles belng unobtrusively juveniles — {n-
fended to he actually bought by and read
by younger renders than most of the Corgi
titlex, but not amearcd an kid's books. and
thereby condemned. Twa SF tiiles are “Thr
ftar Ralders.” by Danald Suddaby, = falrly
good  Interplanetary, and Juien Verne's
“Journey ta The Centre af The Earth.'

The text for this edition |s a “alightly
edited and abridged“ version aof the 1872
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tranalatinon, which was anonymous -- ond

nu wonder. The protogonist Axel Lidenbrock
" rennmed Harry Lawsan In this version,
hut otherwise the changea do not aeem
harmful. It Is a pity, though. that this
editlon cauid not have been delayed a
while and the righta obtained to Willis
T. Bradley's new transintion, publixhed In
the US.A. by Ace Bookz this year. Though
the story ia scarcely credible to the modern
render, It stands up falrly well, Verne's
abllity 1o tell & story carrving through.

HOLLYWOOD

ifram Forrest J. Achernwmn)

Jody MeCarter's plagiariam suft ngainat
Allied Artists over World Without End.
which mecmed to bear too unhapplly close
resemblance In certain aspects to McCnrter's
“Expeditlon Vald* (in Austrelia‘s Popular,
No. 1) was aattled out of court. Jody tele
phened me that she's now n couple of happy
girls-—collabarative pen name of Jodi de
Mellkoff and Ver Mille McCarter. Now all
Allied has to worry about Is aobout ten
other suits against *he same picture. Ineclud-
Ing, I hear, the estate of H. G. Wells.

Jack Williamson {3z =aimul. -cously a*
work cn a new novel and a fllm svript called
Mysterioun Univerne, for Ed. Spiegel, Ray
Cumminga' “War Nymphas of Venuz” may
gerve as a basis for a Beaumont =screen
treatment, Queen of the Umiverae. Phllip
Waxman Productions will film Wyndham's
“The Kraken Wakes” far United Artista.

IN GENERAL
LS.A.

Hownrd Browne recently reslgned from
the posnition of editar of Amazing Storiex
and Fanrastic to work far Wnarner Bros.’
studios in Hollywaod. Former Managing
Editor Paul \W. Fairman tock over the joh.
Mr. Browne han beesn an the =iaff at Ziff-
Davis most af the time since 19:2, editing
these two magazines nand the former
Fantastic Advenlurea aince 1849, Mr. Falr-
man was the firat editar of Jf. Aand hax
written sclence fictlon under variousa names
for somc Yemrs.

Leo Margulies has =o!d his =hare In King-
Size Pubtications, publishers of Fantanstic
Universe, which he also cdited. Hans Stefan
Santexson 13 the new editor. Mr. Marpulies
was Editorial Directar of Standard Magns-
zinea far many years and In control of
Thrilling Wonder Storica, Starthng Stariea,
ete. In Fawutastic Univerze he has shown
that he was able to produce a HArst-clasa
adult-appeal magazine as well.

Mr. Margulies has now formed Renown
Publications, which wlll izsue among others
an ne yet namelexs 8.} magazine to be
edited by Snm Merwin, formerly nsaccinted
with both the Stondard group and Fan-
tastic Universe. The new magazine |

Old Warld-Sever Ed. Hamillon expecta
hiz "Pygmy Island” to be an entry in the
micro3cope (opposite of cinemaSccpe)
parade, begun by Richard Mnatheron's
Iucredible SArinking Man. Dieck, Inclident-
ally, would appear to have s whole new
cnreer carved out for himself, diminlshing
people at Unlversal-Internationn]l Studios.
Hin Intest chore iz the story llne for the
sequel. The Fanraalic Little Girl. And
already plans are [aid for the micro-man
and gir]l to grow to the alze of a couple of
King Kongs in a third in the series. Not
to be cul-sized In the rush ta gigantism.
RK.O. lza studving poasibllitles of Wells"
“Footd of the Gada™. And Paul Blaladell
will build and be the towering, two-mlle
Nth Man, bnsed on Homer Eon Flint's story,
for American Internntional Pictures.

The cther studios are overlooking a bet
If they don't pget sn option on Cummings”
“Girl in the Golden Atom”, “Giont World™,
ete,

Fred Shroyver, pre-war active faopn, and
top S.F. bibliophila (hea had a lat to do
with the prepnration of Dr, Bleller's “Check-
list of Fantastic Literature™) appears as
himaelf — technilcolor and cinemnScape — in
the otherwise non-8.F. suspense flim, A Kinx
Betore Dying. He'n the Professar of Englizh
Literature, his renl life professlon.

The Univeruity of Chicago ix planning a
courne on S.F. writing, nnd has approached
Alfred Benter, Robert A. Helnleln, Ray
Bradbury, Ward Moore, Ted Sturgeon ns
viaiting lecturers. Mark Reinsberg--co-
chairman of the 2nd World Convention of
1940 ia organising the course.

planned as n bi-monthly, featuring o long
lead novel each lssue, In the Startling
manner.

AUSTRALIA

Sclence fiction is one of the few things
thnt have not risen in price apprecinbly in
Australin for soeme time. However, Scicnce
Fiction Monthly i3 10 go up ta 2.6 with
No. I4. And, be warned, Aatounding went
up from 1/ to 1/9 ln England with the
May lssue, 50 our turn s probably nex:.

JAPAN

Japanese sclence fictlon =0 far haos pro-
duced nothing more impressive than n local
edition of Amazing. But now we henr of
an ambitious new magnztne titled In Enzlish
Jewrel. Running to 322 pagea and well
Hlustrated, the “Warld Sclence Fiction Special
Insue" featurea tranxlations of staries by
Nelson S. Bond, Arthur leo Zagat, Isanc
Asimov, Wallace West, and H. G. Wells'
“The Time Mnachine”. There are nlsa
original contributions, fiction and non-
fiction, by Japnnere writers, includin=T “New
S.F. in US A and Engiand” by Tetsu Yano,
local fan whao went to the Philadelphia
Convention in 1834,

Felated b, Sh poing Newspaners Lid. 1h Bond Sovmet Sedrey
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